48                BUDDHISM OUTSIDE INDIA              [en.
destroyed the kingdom of Prome in 742 A.D.1 According to tradition the centre of power moved about this time to Pagan2 on the bank of the Irrawaddy somewhat south of Mandalay, But the silence of early Chinese accounts3 as to Pagan, which is not mentioned before the Sung dynasty, makes it probable that later writers exaggerated its early importance and it is only when Anawrata, King of Pagan and the first great name in Burmese history, ascended the throne that the course of events becomes clear and coherent. He conquered Thaton in 1057 and transported many of the inhabitants to his own capital. He also subdued the nearer Shan states and was master of nearly all Burma as we understand the term. The chief work of Ms successors was to construct the multitude of pagodas which still ornament the site of Pagan. It would seem that the dynasty gradually degenerated and that the Shans and Talaings acquired strength at its expense. Its end came in 1298 and -was hastened by the invasion of Khubilai Khan. There then arose two simultaneous Shan dynasties at Panya and Sagaing which lasted from 1298 till 1364. They were overthrown by King Thadominpaya who is believed to have been a Shan. He founded Ava which, whether it was held by Burmese or Shans, was regarded as the chief city of Burma until 1752, although throughout this period the lings of Pegu and other districts were frequently independent. During the fourteenth century another kingdom grew up at Toungoo4 in Lower Burma. Its rulers were originally Shan governors sent from Ava but ultimately they claimed to be descendants of the last king of Pagan and, in this character, Bureng or Bayin Naung (1551-1581), the second great ruler of Burma, conquered Prome, Pegu and Ava. His kingdom began to break up immediately after his death but his dynasty ruled in Ava until the middle of the eighteenth century.
During this period Europeans first made their appearance and quarrels with Portuguese adventurers were added to native
1 So 0. C. Lowis in the fcetteer of Burma, voL r. p. 292, but according to others the Burmese chronicles place the event at the beginning of the Christian era.
Sometimes called New Pagan to distinguish it from Old Pagan which was'a name of Tagaung. Also called Pagan or Pugama and in Pali Arimaddanapura.
*  See the travels of Kia Tan described by Pelliot in B.KF.E.O. 1904, pp. 131-414.                                                                                                   w
*  More correctly Taung-ngu.